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Minutes of the Meeting Held on May 23, 2016 
 

 

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Robert K. Schmitz at 10:00 am in Room 1952 at the Riffe 

Center located at 77 S. High St., Columbus, Ohio, pursuant to due notice.   

  
2. Roll call.  The following commissioners were determined to be present:  Gary Koch, Mark Munroe, Todd 

Book and Thomas Winters.   

  
3. Approval of minutes from the meeting held on April 26, 2016.  Motion by Commissioner Munroe, 

second by Commissioner Koch, unanimously approved. 

  
4. Ratification of executive director approvals. Motion by Commissioner Winters, second by Commissioner 

Book, unanimously approved.   

  
5. Presentation by the Analytical Toxicology Laboratory (ATL) of its 2015 annual report.  Ohio Department 

of Agriculture Director of Laboratories Dr. Beverly Byrum and Laboratory Director Soobeng Tan 

reported on the laboratory’s activity during 2015. 
 
Dr. Byrum said the ATL was accredited by ISO 17025 standards in 2010 and is also accredited by the 

Racing Medication Testing Consortium.  The laboratory, located in Reynoldsburg, has tested samples 

collected by the racing commission for 11 years. 
 
Mr. Tan spoke in detail about testing results.  Overall, 23,489 blood and urine samples from humans 

and horses were tested last year, an increase of over 11 per cent. Twenty-three human positives were 

called.  There were 104 equine positive findings last year, 53 from testing of harness horses and 51 

from testing of thoroughbreds.  Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs accounted for 56 per cent of all 

positives called.  The lab also detected two new drugs or their metabolites last year. 

 

6. Commissioner Book offered Resolution 2016-08 (rescinding Resolution 2016-06) for consideration.  The 

new resolution will increase the amount of money paid to purse pools at the seven commercial 

racetracks by $100,000.  Motion to adopt by Commissioner Winters.  Second by Commissioner Munroe, 

unanimously approved.   

   
7. Update on horse racing fatalities.  Executive Director William Crawford said there were five 

thoroughbred fatalities in May through May 22, and one harness racing fatality as a result of racing or 

training.  Overall for the year, there have been 18 fatalities, 13 thoroughbreds and five harness horses.  
 
Belterra Park President Kevin Kauffman and Racing Manager Joe DeLuca provided information related 

to the reasons behind the cancellation of 36 races on five days between May 8-15, and steps taken to 

rectify a problem with the racing surface.  The cushion washed away in certain areas.  Racing resumed 

on May 19.  Mr. DeLuca said the entire situation was weather-related.  Mr. Kauffman said two experts 

in the preparation of racing surfaces, Jim Pendergast and the track superintendent at Keeneland, 

offered solutions undertaken by Belterra Park. 

  
8. Monthly Financial Report.  Fiscal Officer Sherry White made the presentation.   

   
9. Chairman’s Comments.  Chairman Schmitz said the stakes racing season is underway for 

thoroughbreds and harness horses.  Participation is good for each breed.  The Ohio Sires Stakes at 

Miami Valley Gaming and Racing recently featured 16 races, up from nine races in 2015.  

   
10. Public Comments.  There were none. 

   
11. Executive Session.  A motion to go into executive session by Commissioner Winters to discuss legal 

cases that the racing commission has pending.  Second by Commissioner Koch.  In a roll call vote, 

Chairman Schmitz voted aye, Commissioner Winters voted aye, Commissioner Koch voted aye, 

Commissioner Book voted aye, and Commissioner Munroe voted aye.  Motion approved unanimously.  

Chairman Schmitz said it was the intent of the commission to adjourn and conduct no further business 

after returning from executive session.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:40 am. 

   
 
 

Date, Time & Place of Next Meeting: 
 
 

Wednesday, June 29, 2016 at 10:00 am, Room 1952 

Riffe Center, 77 South High St., Columbus, Ohio 
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Ohio State Racing Commission -- Resolution 2016-08 
 
WHEREAS, Article 15.06 of the Ohio Constitution establishes that three percent of the tax on gross casino revenue shall be 
distributed to the Ohio State Racing Commission (“Commission”) to support purses, breeding programs, and operations at 

all existing commercial horse racetracks permitted as of January 1, 2009; 
 
WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code section 3769.03 grants the Commission general authority to act in the best interest of the 
state and take discretionary action; 
 
WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code section 5753.03 grants the Commission appropriation authority to distribute casino tax 
revenue; 
 
WHEREAS, the Commission has solicited and received public comments on the potential distribution of casino tax revenue; 
 
WHEREAS, the Commission rescinds resolution 2016-06 
 
WHEREAS, the Commission has received a distribution of casino tax revenue on April 15, 2016, in the amount of two million 
one hundred thirty-five thousand six hundred sixty-eight dollars and sixty-five cents ($2,135,668.65); 
 
WHEREAS, the Commission desires to make distributions of casino tax revenue of two million one hundred thirty-five 
thousand six hundred sixty-eight dollars and sixty-five cents ($2,135,668.65); 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commission that casino tax revenue received by the Commission be 
distributed as follows, for the purposes specified:  
 

(A) Four hundred five thousand seven hundred seventy-seven dollars and four cents ($405,777.04) to the Ohio 
Thoroughbred Race Fund to be used to fund purses and/or support breeding of thoroughbred horses in Ohio;  

 

(B) Four hundred five thousand seven hundred seventy-seven dollars and four cents ($405,777.04) to the Ohio 
Standardbred Development Fund (Harness Racing Breed Fund) to be used to fund purses and/or support 
breeding of harness racehorses in Ohio; 

 

(C) Eighty thousand eighty-seven dollars and fifty-seven cents ($80,087.57) to Miami Valley Gaming & Racing to 

be used to support commercial operations; 
 

(D) Eighty thousand eighty-seven dollars and fifty-seven cents ($80,087.57) to Northfield Park to be used to 

support commercial operations; 
 

(E) Eighty thousand eighty-seven dollars and fifty-seven cents ($80,087.57) to Belterra Park to be used to 

support commercial operations; 
 

(F) Eighty thousand eighty-seven dollars and fifty-seven cents ($80,087.57) to Scioto Downs to be used to 
support commercial operations; 

 

(G) One hundred six thousand seven hundred eighty-three dollars and forty-six cents ($106,783.46) to the 
operating fund of the Ohio State Racing Commission to be used to provide compensation to adminis-trative 
staff that support the Ohio Standardbred Development Fund, Ohio Thoroughbred Race Fund, and/or costs 
and fees associated with the commercial operations of racing located at Miami Valley Gaming & Racing, 
Northfield Park, Belterra Park, and Scioto Downs;  

 

(H) Seventy-nine thousand one hundred eight dollars and one cent ($79,108.01) to Hollywood Gaming at 
Mahoning Valley to be used to support thoroughbred purse pools; 

 

(I) Sixty-eight thousand ninety-seven dollars and twenty-seven cents ($68,097.27) to Belterra Park to be used 
to support thoroughbred purse pools; 

 

(J) Seventy-eight thousand four hundred thirty dollars and forty-two cents ($78,430.42) to Thistledown to be 

used to support thoroughbred purse pools; 
 

(K) One Hundred eight thousand eight hundred thirty-seven dollars and four cents ($108,837.04) to Miami Valley 

Gaming & Racing to be used to support harness purse pools; 
 

(L) Three hundred ten thousand nine hundred twenty-six dollars and sixty-six cents ($310,926.66) to Northfield 

Park to be used to support harness purse pools; 
 

(M) Ninety thousand eight hundred eighty-one dollars and four cents ($90,881.04) to Hollywood Gaming at 
Dayton Raceway to be used to support harness purse pools; 

 

(N) One hundred ten thousand seven hundred dollars and thirty-nine cents ($110,700.39) to Scioto Downs to be 
used to support harness purse pools. 

 

(O) Twenty-five Thousand dollars ($25,000) to Belterra Park to be used to support quarter horse purse pools; 
 

(P) Twenty-five Thousand dollars ($25,000) to Mahoning Valley to be used to support quarter horse purse pools. 

 
ADOPTED:  May 23, 2016 


