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Minutes of the OSRC Meeting held November 18, 2015 

 
1-The Ohio State Racing Commission (OSRC) held its monthly meeting November 18, 2015 at the Riffe 

Center, 77 South High Street, Columbus, Ohio, 31st Floor, room West B & C, at 10:00 am. 

 

2-OSRC Chairman Robert K. Schmitz called the meeting to order. All commissioners: Gary Koch, Mark 

Munroe, Todd Book and Thomas Winters, were present. 

 

3-Commissioner Munroe moved to approve the October 27, 2015 OSRC meeting minutes. Commissioner 

Winters seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 

4-Commissioner Winters moved to approve the ratification of the Executive Director’s approvals. 

Commissioner Book seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 

5-Executive Director William Crawford gave his report which included various items of consideration for the 

2016 race meetings at (A) Hollywood Gaming at Mahoning Valley and (B) Miami Valley Gaming & Racing and 

(C) Northfield Park.  

 

5A-request from Hollywood Gaming at Mahoning Valley for approval of their racing meets, waiver of 

surety bonds; list of officials; number of races and wagering format; post times; simulcast schedule; 

and letter to the fire marshal. Items one through six were taken together for approval. Commissioner 

Munroe moved to approve Hollywood Gaming at Mahoning Valley’s request.  Commissioner Koch 

seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 

5B-request from Miami Valley Gaming & Racing for approval of their racing meets, waiver of surety 

bonds; list of officials; number of races and wagering format; post times; simulcast schedule; and 

letter to the fire marshal. Items one through six were taken together for approval. Commissioner 

Winters moved to approve Miami Valley Gaming & Racing’s request.  Commissioner Book seconded 

the motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 

5C-request from Northfield Park for approval of their racing meets, waiver of surety bonds; list of 

officials; number of races and wagering format; post times; simulcast schedule; and letter to the fire 

marshal. Items one through six were taken together for approval.  Commissioner Munroe moved to 

approve Northfield Park’s request.  Commissioner Koch seconded the motion and the motion was 

unanimously approved. 

 

6-Commissioner Munroe offered Resolution 2015-13 for consideration to allow the executive director to 

approve certain ministerial acts, to then be ratified later at an OSRC meeting. 

 

Commissioner Book moved to adopt Resolution 2015-13 and Commissioner Koch seconded the adoption of 

Resolution 2015-13 and the Resolution was unanimously approved. 

 

7-Commissioner Winters moved to approve Northfield Park as the Collection and Settlement Agent for 2016. 

Commissioner Munroe seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 

8- Sherry White, OSRC Fiscal Officer, presented the monthly financial report. Ms. White explained that the 

OSRC is pacing through fiscal 2015 at a steady gait and that 2015 figures in October are comparable to 2014 

figures for the same time frame.  
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9-Executive Director Crawford than gave an update on statewide horse racing fatalities. There were four 

fatalities in October 2015:  three at ThistleDown and one at Belterra (all Thoroughbred); and zero 

Standardbred fatalities.  As of the OSCR meeting date Nov. 18, there was one Thoroughbred fatality at 

Mahoning Valley. For the year, there have been 26 Thoroughbred fatalities and seven Standardbred fatalities 

for a total of 33.   

 

10-Dr. James Robertson, OSRC consulting veterinarian gave an update on the Ohio State University  College 

of Veterinary Medicine and Ohio Department of Agriculture Analytical Toxicology Laboratory Cobalt study.  
 
“A range of doses of intravenous cobalt chloride were administered to five healthy horses at weekly 

intervals,” Dr. Robertson offered. “Blood and urine samples were taken for analysis and will continue to be 

taken in weeks to follow. Intravenous cobalt chloride, especially at the higher dosage levels, produced a 

rapid onset of clinical signs and had detrimental effects on a number of body systems including the 

cardiovascular system (hypertension, arrhythmias and tachycardia) and the renal system (bloody urine).  

These effects appeared to be transient.  Sample analysis and data collation will take place over the next few 

months.” 

 

11-Chairman Schmitz expounded on Mahoning Valley’s Thoroughbred races and the increased field sizes this 

season.  He invited Mr. Mark Loewe, Vice President of Racing Operations for Penn Gaming, to share his 

thoughts, who stated that Mahoning Valley was averaging about ten horses per race, and spoke about two 

upcoming open stakes—the $200,000 Steel Valley Sprint and the $75,000 Distaff—for Monday, Nov. 23, 

2015. 

 

12-There were no public comments. 

 

13-In the matter of the case of Johnson Hill, Charles Febus from the Ohio Attorney General’s Office, asked 

the OSRC to take action against Mr. Hill for failure to meet his financial obligations. Commissioner Munroe 

moved to approve the recommendation that Mr. Hill be suspended December 1, 2015 if the financial 

obligation is not met.  Commissioner Koch seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 

14-Commissioner Winters moved to go into an executive session to discuss pending or imminent court 

action.  Commissioner Koch seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved via roll call 

vote. 

 

The meeting concluded at 10:31 am. 

 

 

 

 

 

Date, Time & Place of Next Meeting  
 

Tuesday, January 26, 2016 at 10 am 

77 South High Street, 31st Floor, West B&C,  

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 

 

 

 


