
Minutes of the OSRC Meeting held October 27, 2015 
 
1-The Ohio State Racing Commission (OSRC) held its monthly meeting October 27, 2015 at the Riffe Center, 
77 South High Street, Columbus, Ohio, 31st Floor, room East B, at 10:00 am. 
 
2-OSRC Chairman Robert K. Schmitz called the meeting to order. All commissioners: Gary Koch, Mark 
Munroe, Todd Book and Thomas Winters, were present. 
 
3-Commissioner Munroe moved to approve the September 29, 2015 OSRC meeting minutes. Commissioner 
Koch seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 
 
4-Commissioner Munroe moved to approve the ratification of the Executive Director’s approvals. 
Commissioner Koch seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 
 
5-Executive Director William Crawford gave his report which included consideration of 2016 race date 
applications from (A) Hollywood Gaming at Dayton Raceway and (B) Scioto Downs.  
 

5A-request from Hollywood Gaming at Dayton Raceway for 75 harness race days with no overlaps, 
to race Sept. 12 through Dec. 30, 2016. No agreement between management and horsemen is 
needed.  Commissioner Winters moved to approve Hollywood Gaming at Dayton Raceway’s 
request.  Commissioner Book seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 
5B-request from Scioto Downs for 90 harness race days with no overlaps, from May 10 through 
Sept. 10, 2016. There is a signed agreement between Scioto Downs and the Ohio Harness 
Horsemen’s Association (OHHA).  Commissioner Winters moved to approve Scioto Downs request.  
Commissioner Munroe seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 
6- Commissioner Book offered Resolution 2015-11 for consideration to allow the distribution of casino tax 
revenue.  For this quarter the amount is $1,998,498. Commissioner Munroe moved to adopt Resolution 
2015-11 and Commissioner Book seconded the adoption of Resolution 2015-11 and the Resolution was 
unanimously approved via roll call vote. 
 

7-Commissioner Koch offered Resolution 2015-12 for consideration to allow the distribution  of $560,000 of 
OHHA Video Lottery Terminal (VLT) revenue.  Commissioner Winters moved to adopt Resolution 2015-12 
and Commissioner Koch seconded the adoption of Resolution 2015-12, and the Resolution was 
unanimously approved via roll call vote. 
 
8-Executive Director Crawford updated the OSRC on horse fatalities statewide.  For the month of 
September 2015, there were five (5) fatalities in Ohio, all Thoroughbred and no Standardbred fatalities. For 
October 2015 to date there were four (4) Thoroughbreds and no Standardbred fatalities.  For the year there 
have been 25 Thoroughbred and seven (7) Standardbred fatalities, for a total of 32, which was well below 
the 2014 total for Ohio of 47, Executive Director Crawford stressed.  OSRC consulting veterinarian Dr. James 
Robertson added that “Ohio had a cluster of fatalities at ThistleDown recently, but overall we are below the 
national average of two breakdowns per 1,000 starters.” 
 



9-Sherry White, OSRC fiscal officer, presented the monthly financial report. Ms. White explained that the 
OSRC numbers for September are “online with 2014. We have just over $1.4 million in our operating fund 
through October which includes revenue from casinos.” 
 
10-Update on the status of agreements between (A) Hollywood Gaming at Dayton Raceway and (B) 
Belterra Park.   
 

10A-Representatives of Hollywood Gaming at Dayton Raceway’s Mark Loewe and OHHA Executive 
Director Renee Mancino—indicated they had a signed agreement between racetrack management 
and horsemen for the next ten years. 
 
10B-Representatives of Belterra Park, Kevin Kauffman and HBPA Executive Director Dave Basler said 
they still do not have a signed agreement. 

 
11-Chairman Schmitz expounded on ThistleDown’s Best of Ohio festivities on Oct. 10, 2015 and asked for 
opinions from several members of the OSCR staff, including Thoroughbred Fund Administrator Gregory Veit 
and HBPA Executive Director Dave Basler.  Both men stated it was a great day of racing and that the races 
were well-attended that afternoon at ThistleDown. 
 
12-There were no public comments. 
 

13-In the matter of the case of John Wedge, III, Michael Rzymek, substituting for Charles Febus from the 
Ohio Attorney General’s Office, said that John Wedge is a licensed trainer who on April 25, 2015, had two 
Bute (Phenylbutazone) overages on a pair of horses (in races 6 and 8).  The first horse had 4.4 grams of 
Bute in his system whilst the second had 10.3 grams.  The ruling issued on June 12, 2015 stated that Wedge 
be giving a fine of $250 for the first offence and a $1,000 fine plus loss of purse for the second offence.  Mr. 
Wedge appealed and split-sample testing was performed at a California lab, but the same results were 
discovered. Commissioner Winters moved to approve the recommendation. Commissioner Book seconded 
the motion and the motion was unanimously approved via roll call vote. 
 
15-Commissioner Winters moved to go into an executive session to discuss pending or imminent court 
action.  Commissioner Koch seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved via roll call 
vote. 
 
The meeting concluded at 10:25 am. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OHIO STATE RACING COMMISSION  
RESOLUTION 2015-11 

 
WHEREAS, Article 15.06 of the Ohio Constitution establishes that three percent of the tax on gross casino revenue shall be 

distributed to the Ohio State Racing Commission (“Commission”) to support purses, breeding programs, and operations at all existing 
commercial horse racetracks permitted as of January 1, 2009; 

 
WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code section 3769.03 grants the Commission general authority to act in the best interest of the state and 

take discretionary action; 
 
WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code section 5753.03 grants the Commission appropriation authority to distribute casino tax revenue; 

 
WHEREAS, the Commission has solicited and received public comments on the potential distribution of casino tax revenue; 

 
WHEREAS, the Commission has received a distribution of casino tax revenue on October 15, 2015, in the amount of one million nine 

hundred ninety-eight thousand four hundred nine-eight dollars and thirty-four cents ($1,998,498.34); 
 
WHEREAS, the Commission desires to make distributions of casino tax revenue of one million nine hundred ninety-eight thousand 

four hundred ninety-eight dollars and thirty-four cents ($1,998,498.34); 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commission that casino tax revenue received by the Commission be distributed as 

follows, for the purposes specified:  

 

(A) Three hundred seventy-nine thousand seven hundred fourteen dollars and sixty-eight cents ($379,714.68) to the 
Ohio Thoroughbred Race Fund to be used to fund purses and/or support breeding of thoroughbred horses in Ohio;  

 

(B) Three hundred seventy-nine thousand seven hundred fourteen dollars and sixty-eight cents ($379,714.68) to the 
Ohio Standardbred Development Fund (Harness Racing Breed Fund) to be used to fund purses and/or support 
breeding of harness racehorses in Ohio; 

 

(C) Seventy-four thousand nine hundred forty-three dollars and sixty-nine cents ($74,943.69) to Miami Valley Gaming & 
Racing to be used to support commercial operations; 

 

(D) Seventy-four thousand nine hundred forty-three dollars and sixty-nine cents ($74,943.69) to Northfield Park to be 
used to support commercial operations; 

 
(E) Seventy-four thousand nine hundred forty-three dollars and sixty-nine cents ($74,943.69) to Belterra Park to be used 

to support commercial operations; 
 

(F) Seventy-four thousand nine hundred forty-three dollars and sixty-nine cents ($74,943.69) to Scioto Downs to be 

used to support commercial operations; 
 

(G) Ninety-nine thousand nine hundred twenty-four dollars and ninety-two cents ($99,924.92) to the operating fund of 
the Ohio State Racing Commission to be used to provide compensation to administrative staff that support the 

Ohio Standardbred Development Fund, Ohio Thoroughbred Race Fund, Ohio Quarter Horse Development Fund, 
and/or costs and fees associated with the commercial operations of racing located at Miami Valley Gaming & 
Racing, Northfield Park, Belterra Park, and Scioto Downs; 

 

(H) Sixty thousand six hundred eighty-six dollars and forty cents ($60,686.40) to Hollywood Gaming at Mahoning Valley 
to be used to support thoroughbred purse pools; 

 

(I) Eighty-three thousand thirteen dollars and sixty-three cents ($83,013.63) to Belterra Park to be used to support 
thoroughbred purse pools; 

 

(J) One hundred thousand fifty-two dollars and eighty-two cents ($100,052.82) to Thistledown to be used to support 
thoroughbred purse pools; 

 

(K) Seventy-five thousand seven hundred eleven dollars and eleven cents ($75,711.11) to Miami Valley Gaming & Racing 
to be used to support harness purse pools; 

 

(L) Three hundred twenty-six thousand nine hundred thirty-four dollars and thirty-four cents ($326,934.34) to 

Northfield Park to be used to support harness purse pools; 
 

(M) Seventy-five thousand eight hundred seventy-eight dollars and ninety-eight cents ($75,878.98) to Hollywood Gaming 
at Dayton Raceway to be used to support harness purse pools; 

 

(N) One hundred seventeen thousand ninety-two dollars and two cents ($117,092.02) to Scioto Downs to be used to 
support harness purse pools. 

 
 

 
 
Adopted: October 27, 2015 



 

OHIO STATE RACING COMMISSION  
RESOLUTION 2015-12 

 
 
WHEREAS, Am. Sub. H.B. 386 of the 129th General Assembly authorizes nine to eleven percent of revenue from the 
sale of video lottery terminal games be used to support purses, breeding and racing in Ohio; 
 

WHEREAS, Miami Valley Gaming & Racing, Northfield Park, Scioto Downs, Hollywood Gaming at Dayton Raceway are 
operated as a commercial racetrack and video lottery sales agent in Ohio; 
 
WHEREAS, the Commission desires to make distributions of video lottery terminal revenue; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commission that the Chairman of the Commission is authorized to take 
any action to cause five hundred sixty thousand dollars ($560,000.00) to be deposited in the Horsemen’s Development 
Fund of the Commission.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Commission that the funds deposited pursuant to this resolution be distributed 

as follows: 
 

(A) Fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) to support initial money for a full-service marketing and communications 
agency to initiate the Ohio Harness Horsemen’s Association’s marketing plans;  

(B) Five Hundred Thousand dollars ($500,000.00) to support the Harness Horsemen’s Health and Retirement, 
Inc.; 

(C) Ten Thousand dollars ($10,000.00) to support a Capital Improvements Partnership Expenditure with Miami 
Valley Raceway. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopted: 10/27/2015 

 

 

 


